
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, January 17, 2007

Area Man Faces Life in Federal Prison
for Dealing Meth in Chisago County

Minneapolis  -  For ten years, Jeffrey Mathew Jeanetta managed a methamphetamine

operation out of his Stacy, Minnesota, home.  He supplied much of the meth in and around Chisago

County.  That operation ended today, however, when a federal jury convicted Jeanetta of one count

of conspiracy to distribute and to possess with the intent to distribute eighteen pounds of

methamphetamine, one count of distribution of 87.2 grams of methamphetamine, and one count of

possession of multiple firearms by a felon.  After a four-day trial before United States District Court

Judge Donovan W. Frank, the jury deliberated for just four hours before returning its guilty verdict.

Following the verdict, United States Attorney Rachel K. Paulose said, “We are very pleased

with today’s guilty verdict.  Methamphetamine is wreaking havoc on families and communities

across Minnesota.  On November 30, 2006, which was National Meth Awareness Day, I spent the

morning in Center City, Minnesota, at a forum hosted by the Chisago County Meth Task Force.
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Approximately sixty law enforcement leaders, drug treatment specialists, and government officials

attended the forum, at which time, I pledged that the U.S. Attorney’s Office would continue to

prosecute large-scale meth traffickers aggressively.  With the cooperation of our law enforcement

partners, we are honoring that pledge.” 

According to the Hazelden Foundation, methamphetamine is becoming the most popular

illegal drug in many regions of the country, including here in the midwest.  In 2005, meth addiction

accounted for 12 percent of treatment admissions in the Twin Cities, compared with 3.1 percent in

2000.  

Court documents and trial evidence in this case indicate that between 1996 and 2006,

Jeanetta conspired with others to possess and distribute methamphetamine.  Specifically, Jeanetta

obtained meth from sources in Arizona and California.  He then sold that meth to users and dealers

in and around the Chisago County area, some as young as eighteen years of age.    

In 2005, Jeffrey Mathew Jeanetta was arrested for his role in this criminal operation.  He fled

and was apprehended by the U.S. Marshal’s Fugitive Task Force in 2006.  At that time, he was found

in possession of two semi-automatic 45-caliber pistols.  Because Jeanetta had been convicted of

felonies in state court in 1976, 1979, and 1995, he is prohibited from possessing firearms.  

Due to the nature of his offenses and his criminal record, Jeanetta faces a mandatory life

sentence.  That sentence will be imposed by Judge Frank at a time not yet scheduled.  In the federal

system, there is no parole, so Jeanetta, age 51, will live out his days in federal prison.  

This case is the result of a multi-jurisdiction investigation conducted by the U.S. Drug

Enforcement Agency, the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, and the Chisago County 
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Sheriff’s Office.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorneys Chris S. Wilton and

Tracy  L. Perzel.

Other significant meth prosecutions undertaken by the U.S. Attorney’s Office during the past

year include that of purported Native Mob gang leader Gordon Reese, who was sentenced to thirty

years in federal prison for, among other crimes, selling meth in and around the Red Lake Indian

Reservation.  Retired St. Paul police office Clemmie Tucker has pleaded guilty to attempting to

possess with the intent to sell 500 grams of meth and faces a mandatory minimum sentence of ten

years in federal prison.  Moreover, some of Jeffrey Mathew Jeanetta’s drug sources have been

indicted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office in connection to this case.
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